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What would YOU like to do? 
   Have you ever thought, “Oh, I wish the library would 
have a program on  (insert your idea here) ?” 
   Tell us what you are interested in and we will work to 
bring in those programs. Is it local history? Raising prize-
winning roses? Leaning how to bake breads of all kinds? 
Making jewelry? How to get along with your teenagers? 
How to get along with your parents? Small engine repair 
for the DIYers in the crowd? Or beekeeping? What about 
an acoustic jam session once a month? Composting? Or 
maybe you’d like to know the current rules, regulations, 
etc., before your teen starts to drive. 
   Fill out a form at any desk, (your personal information 
is optional) and turn it in to a staff member.  
   Thanks! 

From the Director’s Desk… 
Penny Neubauer, MLIS 

Michael Thornton joins ACDL 

The Ashtabula County District Library is excited to 
announce that Michael Thornton has 
joined us at ACDL to serve as Infor-
mation Services Manager at the 
Ashtabula Public Library.  
   Michael comes to us from the Co-
lumbus area (Hilliard) and earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in history from The 
Ohio State University. He earned his Master of Li-
brary & Information Science from Kent State Univer-
sity in 2008.      
   His extensive library experience includes various 
positions at Columbus Metropolitan Library and as a 
Librarian at ITT Technical Institute in Columbus be-
fore serving as the Director of the Loudonville Public 
Library. He most recently served as the Director of 
the Defiance Public Library System in Defiance, OH. 
   Michael's professional interests are in reference, 
public service, and the use of technology to expand 
service and bring the library into the community. 
   Michael is a big fan of audiobooks, and especially 
enjoys science fiction and fantasy, but also reads a 
great deal of history (nonfiction). He is an avid com-
puter gamer, shares his home with his cat, Har-
vey, and has an extensive board game collection.  
   Please stop in to welcome Michael to our beautiful 
Ashtabula County. 

Annual Winter Beach Party is headed your way! 

   Mark your calendar for Monday, 
February 17. This much anticipated 
annual event is celebrating its 4th 
year! We will host Jungle Terry, the 
NOPEC Energy Bike, Fish Art, the US 
Coast Guard, crafts for kids and 
adults, snacks, Storytimes, and more 
at both buildings. 
   Monday, Feb. 17 is no school. Come celebrate! 
ASHTABULA and GENEVA Libraries, Monday, Feb. 17, 
all day at both buildings.  

 Library levy passes by 2 votes in 
close recount 

   As the evening of Nov. 5 rolled on, it 
became clear - the Ashtabula County District Li-
brary levy was failing, but not by much. 
   “We were disappointed, certainly, but we 
were glad other vital levies across the county 
had received voter approval,” said Penny 
Neubauer, ACDL Director. “We were so close, 
just 44 votes. We truly didn’t give the Novem-
ber count another thought. Our focus was more 
on how to move forward in light of the ‘failed’ 
levy,” she added. 
   “Nearly a week later, we learned via the Star 
Beacon that with absentee and provisional bal-
lots added to the official count, the levy actually 
passed by one vote. We were ecstatic.” 
   That close count, just one vote, mandated an 
automatic recount. 
   “It was an interesting process,” she said. “The 
Board of Elections workers were very thorough 
and courteous to us. It was a bit tedious at 
times and nerve-wracking at others, but in the 
end, the levy passed by just two votes.” 
   The results were certified by the county and 
state boards of elections. What this means for 
the ACDL system is a new revenue stream for 
continued capital improvements.  
   Thanks for your support. Your vote counts! 

The 2020 Census is April 1! 
Together, we can ensure that our community 

receives the resources it needs 
   The Census determines how much funding our 
schools, hospitals, public housing, and roads receive 
from the federal government.  
   Every person who isn’t counted will result in about 
$1,800 a year less funding to the community for needed 
programs and infrastructure.  
   The 2020 Census will also determine how many Repre-
sentatives the State of Ohio gets in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Learn more at 2020census.gov 

 



DID YOU KNOW?  
Studies have proven that reading 1,000 books  

to your child before Kindergarten means  
academic success is more likely!  

Call the Ashtabula Library (997-9341) or Geneva Library  (466-4521) for more information.   
All programs are FREE!   

Ashtabula programs are in green. Geneva programs are in red. 

Kids (Birth-5th grades) 

Basically Art Families 
Tackle art basics in a low stress, non-judgmental envi-
ronment. This is a family art lab - kids of any age can 
come with a caregiver and create with us!  
ASHTABULA   Thursdays, 1/23-5/21, 4:00pm-5:00pm 

Early Coding Club 
Computer science skills are so important for kids to learn! 
This program will introduce students in grades 3rd-5th to 
computer coding.   
GENEVA   Monday, 1/27-5/25, 6:00pm-6:45pm 

Storytime with Miss Tina 
Storytime encourages language and pre-reading develop-
ment that will help your child grow into a successful,  
lifelong reader! Birth to Pre-K and caregivers. 
GENEVA  Tuesdays, 1/21-5/26, 10:30am-12:00pm 

Little Ones’ Storytime  and Playgroup 
Join Miss Melissa for stories, songs, early literacy, and lots 
of laughter. Stick around, make friends, play with toys, and 
share book recommendations. Birth to PreK and caregivers. 
ASHTABULA   Fridays, 1/20-5/29, 
Storytime 10:00am-10:30am; Playgroup 10:30am-1100am 

T.A.G. 
Teen Advisory Group meeting. 
GENEVA   Mondays, 1/6, 1/13, 1/27, 2:30pm-3:30pm 

LEGO Club 
Build, create, use your imagination! Or  
participate in the weekly challenge! 
GENEVA  Thursdays, 1/16-5/21, 5:30pm-7:00pm 

Bedtime Stories 
Wear your pajamas and bring your favorite stuffed animal 
and join us for a chill and relaxing story time! Help get 
your little one ready for bed with help from Ms. Melissa.  
ASHTABULA  Wednesdays, 1/22-5/20, 7:00pm-7:30pm 

What Can I Be? 
You can be anything and that's the truth! But if you want 
to learn about other careers this program is for you. Each 
week we'll tackle a different career and break down how 
to achieve that career and what skills are useful for it. For 
2nd-5th grade kids. 
ASHTABULA   Thursday, 1/23-5/21, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

 
Coding Club for Homeschoolers 
Parents, do you want to get your homeschooled child to 
be excited about coding? This element of technology lit-
eracy is playing an ever-larger role in our digital society. 
For all 3rd-12th grade homeschooled children. 
GENEVA  Wednesdays, 1/22-5/20, 10:30am-11:45am 

Homeschoolers 
Cash Flow 101 
Learning doesn’t happen only in a classroom or from a 
book. Have some real fun learning about money and in-
vesting in your future. Play the Cash Flow classic game, 
with Gerald Williams. 
ASHTABULA   Thursday, 1/9, 6:00pm-7:30pm 

How Does My Government Work? Ashtabula 
Meet Ashtabula City Manager Jim Timonere. 

How Does My Government Work? Geneva 
Meet Geneva City Manager Doug Starkey.  

The City Managers of Ashtabula and Geneva will explain 
how their respective city governments work and how 
citizens can become involved in local government. 
ASHTABULA   Monday, 1/27, 6:00pm-7:30pm 
GENEVA   Wednesday, 1/29,  6:00pm-7:30pm 

Film screening - “The Public”  
What begins as an act of civil disobedience, "Occupy" 
style, turns into a rush to judgement by local media and 
the district attorney, who is running for mayor. Find out 
what happens when the homeless men who are out of 
options, decide to "make some noise. "Rated PG-13.  
ASHTABULA  Monday, 1/20, 6:00pm-8:15pm 

Tech Toys 
Hands-on playing experience for teens, using robots, 
cameras, and the new green screen video equipment. 
GENEVA  Wed-Thurs-Fri , 1/8-5/29, 2:30pm-4:00pm 

Teen Movie Matinee 
Teens can kick back and enjoy a movie and popcorn. 
GENEVA   Monday, 1/13 & 1/27, 2:30pm-4:00pm 

Music Appreciation for Teens 
Stop by for this after school program to enjoy with your 
friends -listening, watching, singing, dancing! 
GENEVA   Fridays, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2:30pm-4:00pm 

Teen Coding Club 
Want to know how computers run or learn to program a 
video game or create a website? Open to students in 
6th-12th grades. Regular attendance is encouraged. 
GENEVA  Tuesdays, 1/14 -5/26, 2:30pm-4:00pm 

Teen Stir It Up! 
Create simple recipes to make and eat! 
GENEVA   Wednesdays, 1/15-5/27, 2:30pm-4:00pm 

Visual Arts Appreciation Club 
Anime, movies, cartoons, books, graphic novels, manga, 
paintings, statues... the list goes on and on! Learn to ap-
preciate art in all of it forms! Don't worry, we won't be 
drawing in the club, just sharing what brings joy to our 
eyes.  
ASHTABULA  Tuesdays, 1/21-5/26, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

After School Arts & Crafts 
Love to make art but never get the chance? Join other 
art-loving students for Arts & Crafts Club. We provide 
the supplies, you supply the genius. 
GENEVA  Tuesdays, 1/14-5/26, 2:30pm-4:00pm 

Teen Gaming Takeover  
All teens are welcome to take over areas of the library 
as we move around our consoles and get more room to 
play! Each week a different system will be hooked up in 
Meeting Room A. It could be the PS4, Xbox 1, or Wii-U!  
ASHTABULA   Fridays, 1/24-5/22 3:00pm-5:30pm 

Alzheimer's  Caregiver Support Group 
A peer-driven support group for caregivers of patients 
with Alzheimer’s disease. Interested individuals may drop-
in to participate at any session. The group meets every 3rd 
Thursday of the month. 
ASHTABULA   Thursday, 1/16, 2/20, 3/ 19, 6:30pm-8:00pm  

Community Yoga with SriSri Yoga 
All skill levels are welcome to this free program! Bring a 
mat, towel, water bottle and wear comfortable clothing.  
ASHTABULA   Every Saturday, 10:00am-11:00am 

Introduction to Bullet Journaling  
Got a thousand things going on and can't keep track of 
any of them? Learn how to make and keep a customiza-
ble bullet journal. Bring a notebook and your favorite 
pen and stop in to learn the method that's helped 
countless people organize their work and hobbies, dead-
lines, projects, meal planning, and much more!  
ASHTABULA   Saturday, 1/11, 2:00pm-3:00pm 

International Human Trafficking Awareness Day 
Human trafficking  -  the phrase conjures up thoughts of 
other countries suffering from extreme poverty. Howev-
er, that’s not the case. It happens in Ohio, too. Attorney 
Carmen Hamper will show videos and lead a discussion 
on how Human Trafficking affects an entire community. 
ASHTABULA   Saturday, 1/11, 11:30am-1:30pm 

 Teens  (Students in Grades 6-12) 

Programs for All Ages 

Adults 

DNA Interest Group - 2nd Wednesdays of month 
An informal group interested in working together to  
discover how DNA can assist in genealogical research. 
ASHTABULA   Wednesday, 1/8, 2/12, 3/11, 6:30pm-8:00pm    

Tech Thursdays 
Get tech help for your cell, eReader, or tablet.  
ASHTABULA  Thursdays, 2:00pm-4:00pm (or  appointment) 
GENEVA  By appointment 

Tai Chi/Qi Gong 
Reduce stress while improving your balance through  
gentle movements. All levels are welcome. 
ASHTABULA   Thursdays,  6:00pm-7:00pm    

Knitting Club 
This group is full of folks with various 
knitting skills. Share your knowledge or 
learn new tips! All ages are welcome 
and all current project handwork is , 
too. Come hangout and make some like
-minded friends. 
1st & 3rd Mondays through May. 
ASHTABULA   Mondays, 1/6 & 1/20, 6:00pm-8:15pm    

                                                            At the Library 
The Master of Castle Ravenloft is having guests for  
dinner and you are invited! Enter a world of vampires, 
vampire hunters, zombies, and werewolves in “The  
Curse of the Strahd”. Or BYODM (bring your own  
Dungeon Master) and run your own adventure. Feel free 
to bring snacks and beverages to share! For ages 16  
and up. 
ASHTABULA   Wednesdays, 1/15 & 1/29, 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Writers’ Club 
Never written? Want to write? Want to get 
better at writing? Whether it’s fiction or 
nonfiction, for fun or publication, this is a 
group where writers can get together and 
discuss writing in all of its aspects. Feeling brave? Share 
your work and get group feedback. 
ASHTABULA  Wednesdays, 1/8, 2/5, 3/11, 6:00pm-7:00pm 


